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Belgian Animal Health Fund



Budgetary Fund for the Health and Quality of Animals 
and Animal Products

= 
Animal Health Fund

Legal basis:  
Law of 23 March 1998 establishing a budgetary fund for the health 

and quality of animals and animal products.



Objectives of the Animal Health Fund

Improve and guarantee the general health status of Belgian farms and the production of quality 
animal products.

Provide support to the livestock sector in the fight against infectious animal diseases.



Foundations of the Animal Health Fund

Solidarity between operators and between sectors, based on three pillars



Foundations of the Animal Health Fund

Solidarity is ensured through contributions from individuals or legal entities that own or trade 
animals, whether professional or not.

The amount of contributions:
▪ depends on the sector concerned is set considering the sanitary risks inherent to :

o the species
o type of farm
o age
o or any factor that may influence these risks



Contribution amounts



Contribution amounts



The Animal Health Fund is divided into 5 sub-funds



The Fund Council is supported by working groups organised by sub-fund 

Operation of the Animal Health Fund

Council of Fund

A committee responsible for deliberating and submitting its conclusions or recommendations to the 
Minister. 

These recommendations concern the amounts and conditions of the Fund’s participation in annual 
programmes. 

The Council also examines any matter referred to it by the Minister. It may submit proposals to the 
Minister regarding the implementation of legislation within the scope of which the Animal Health 
Fund is likely to be involved.



Operation of the Animal Health Fund 

Working groups

▪ Exchange of information regarding the current health situation. 

▪ Discussion regarding the health policy to be implemented
o any measures or projects that the Animal Health Fund might support. 

▪ Discussion of draft regulations currently being drawn up. 
o Issues relating to the management of the Animal Health Fund: expenditure, the setting of 

contribution rates, and the methods of collection.

▪ Reporting on the conclusions of the working groups.  The Fund’s Council approves or rejects 
these proposals at its meetings, which take place approximately four times a year.



Composition of the Fund’s Council
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Composition of working groups
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Funding for the Animal Health Fund



Management of the Animal Health Fund

▪ Establishment of financial reserves. 

o Intended to address crisis situations or emerging risks: outbreaks of diseases such as
foot-and-mouth disease, avian influenza, swine fever, bluetongue, etc.

▪ Separate accounts maintained for each sub-fund

o solidarity between sectors possible, in the form of temporary loans repayable at a later
date without interest.

The management of the Animal Health Fund and the supervision of the programmes it funds 
are entrusted to the Federal Public Service for Public Health, Food Chain Safety and the 
Environment 



Animal Health Fund Interventions

The scope of the Health Fund’s activities is set out in the Law of 23 March 1998. 

National legislation provides for the possibility of pre-financing or financing by the 
Health Fund of expenditure incurred under:

▪ the Law of 24 March 1987 on animal health;

▪ the Law of 28 August 1991 on the practice of veterinary medicine;

▪ the Law of 28 March 1975 on the trade in agricultural, horticultural and 
marine fishery products



Animal Health Fund Interventions

Most of the Animal Health Fund’s interventions are provided in kind and are paid to the 
providers of the measures implemented, such as:  

▪ Compensation for animals slaughtered on official orders;  
▪ payment of fees to veterinarians involved in the control of certain diseases and to experts 

who assess the value of animals to be slaughtered; 
▪ Support for programmes to control certain regulated diseases (IBR, BVD, etc.)



More info:
 https://www.health.belgium.be/fr/professionnels/entreprises/animaux/fonds-
sanitaire/interventions-fonds-sanitaire
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