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UECBV is the European Livestock and Meat Trades Union. It represents the national 

federations of the: 

❑ livestock traders 

❑ livestock markets 

❑ meat industry: slaughterhouses, cutting and preparation plants

❑ wholesale meat traders 

❑ international meat traders 

UECBV focuses on live cattle, pigs, sheep, goats and horses and its meat 

WHAT IS UECBV?
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Today, UECBV represents 50 associations out of :

• 24 EU Member States as well as certain EFTA 

countries. 

• Other countries, EU trade partners in the meat 

sector, are also associated to the UECBV (Japan 

and Ukraine)

3 European Associations 

Livestock markets (AEMB)

Casings industry (ENSCA)

Ship suppliers (OCEAN)

In total, some 20,000 firms of all sizes and over 230,000 

jobs are represented within the UECBV through its national 

member federations.

European Livestock and Meat Trades Union – UECBV
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Bluetongue 

situation in the 

EU
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Animal Health – Bluetongue-1-3-4-8 – Spain
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• Update: 27/11/2024

• BTV12 (PCR+): 9

• BTV3 (PCR+): 8157

• Clinical signs: 2113

A positive PCR means that 
viruses particles or fragments of 
viruses have been found. 

Animal Health – Bluetongue-3-12 –The Netherlands
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Animal Health – Bluetongue-3 Sweden

• September 12th 2024
Bluetongue serotype 3 was 
detected in cattle in Bohuslän, 
after which further cases have 
been detected. 

• The spread of infection 
therefore only occurs during the 
summer months when the 
scalding nodes are active.

• Total outbreaks: 374



Workshop on Vector Borne Diseases Management. Brussels, 11th December 2024 UECBV

Animal Health – Bluetongue-3 – Norway

• Updated 27/11/2024

• 6 September 2024→
reported for first time since 
2009. BTV3.

• 107 confirmed cases of BTV-
3 from 5th September to 
24th October 2024. 

• 29 cattle herds

• 78 sheep herds
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Animal Health – Bluetongue-3 – Germany

• Update: 27/11/2024

Total outbreaks reported in 2024: 
14 231 (14/11/2024)

• Cattle

• Sheep/goat

• Other species
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Animal Health – Bluetongue-3 – Denmark

• Update: 27/11/2024

• August 9th 2024 Bluetongue serotype 3 was 
detected in a holding with sheep and cattle 
in Denmark in the municipality of Toender.

• Total outbreaks: 381

• Suspicions: 31
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Animal Health – Bluetongue-3 (4 and 8 endemic)– France

• As for 24/10/2024: 6 595 outbreaks have been detected. 

• Vaccination strategy is ongoing for BTV3: Green: BOV-OV / Orange: OV
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Livestock trade – a key activity European farmers

European Livestock and Meat Trades Union – UECBV

Main traders 

France

Spain

Italy

Main traders 

Spain

Greece
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New disease or serotype, no vaccine, non-marktable animals, no trade
– BTV3, BTV12, EHD (emerging diseases) →more regions under restrictions

– However, disease are spreading

– Vaccination strategy → effectiveness! e.g. BTV 8, 

– But lack of effective and safe vaccines / long time for development

Result: intra EU trade disruption

European Livestock and Meat Trades Union – UECBV
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One disease, different destinations, different strategies

– AHL →MS conditions for entry of animals from affected MS

– Operators must fulfil different conditions depending on the countries of 

destination

– No reciprocity between member states

– Flexibility or unbearable lack of harmonisation

Result: intra EU trade disruption

European Livestock and Meat Trades Union – UECBV



Workshop on Vector Borne Diseases Management. Brussels, 11th December 2024 UECBV

Neighbour regions, same serotype, no trade

Result: intra EU trade disruption

European Livestock and Meat Trades Union – UECBV
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Impact on market

Netherlands → strict implementation of AHL, BTV rules

- Additional owner declarations for slaughter animals

- Use of vector free control points and midget repellents on trucks

- Against vector protected establishments

European Livestock and Meat Trades Union – UECBV
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Against vector protected establisments

Against vector protected establishment, 
VO(EU) 2020/689 article 44 
VO(EU) 2020/689, Annex V, part II, chapter 3
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Impact on market

Spain → Shortage and impact on prices

• Decline in Livestock Entries: Live cattle imports to Spain, especially from France, have dropped by 18% in 
the last months due to bluetongue-related restrictions. This has disrupted Spain's reliance on imported 
cattle for fattening.

• Record High Prices: Supply shortages have driven the cost of replacement animals to historic levels, 
further exacerbated by limited imports from France and Ireland.

• Feedlot Efficiency Challenges: Spanish feedlots face operational inefficiencies due to staggered animal 
entries, health risks, and elevated costs, despite steady demand supported by robust meat prices.

• Meat Industry Pressures: High live animal prices are straining meat industry margins, as the increased 
costs are difficult to pass along the supply chain, creating profitability challenges.

European Livestock and Meat Trades Union – UECBV
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UECBV Position

• Evaluation of AHL : early for such a young law, but needs adjustments right now

• Vector-Borne-Diseases and the single market.

o Emerging diseases have taken the livestock market to the limit. The lack of
harmonisation between member states has been a challenge more than a
simplification of the rules.

o We must coexist with these diseases without undermining the single market.

• Vaccines: support to development and approval.

• Regionalisation updates

o Need for quicker action.

European Livestock and Meat Trades Union – UECBV
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Conclusions
• Animal Health Law should be flexible to adapt to a sanitary scenario that is constantly 

changing and be able to respond to emerging diseases, because we foresee to coexist 
with these diseases at long term. 

• The lack of harmonisation among MS has increased the damage to trade and 
industry. The internal market no longer exists. This is due to the patchwork of 
different types throughout Europe and because the AHR has eliminated the 
possibility of trade between 2 Member States where the same type is present 
without derogations, etc.

• Vaccines are key for preventing disease effects on animals and trade. Faster 
development and approval are urgent.

• The legal framework for the management of vector borne disease must be 
reconsidered. 

European Livestock and Meat Trades Union – UECBV
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Restoration of the internal market-Solutions

• Adapt Animal Health Law on short term to be able to respond to emerging diseases 
as BTV and EHD, because we foresee to coexist with these diseases at long term. 

• Harmonisation among MS where the same type is present to decrease the damage to 
trade and industry, current derogation options only bring de-harmonisation. 

• European commitment to obtaining usable vaccines and mutual acceptance between 
MS of these vaccines for trade.

European Livestock and Meat Trades Union – UECBV
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www.uecbv.eu
Thank you very much for your attention!
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