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FESASS gathers and represents farmers 
and their animal health services in Europe.

Who are we ?

Our members:

• are the national or regional 
federations of farmers’ animal 
health services,

• work in partnership with 
public authorities and private 
veterinarians,

• focused on animal health and 
welfare,

• for all farm species
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=> 85% of EU Livestock



What we stand for 

FESASS mission:
➢ to be the voice of European farmers for animal health issues

FESASS main objective:
➢ to improve the Animal Health and Welfare

• In a stronger One Health approach (Human and Environment)
• For a better profitability and sustainability
• For Consumer protection 

FESASS 6 values:
➢ Democratic 
➢ Cooperative 
➢ Innovative 
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➢ Solidarity
➢ Objective
➢ Transparency 



A  European patchwork

Between Member States Inside infected Member States
BTV all serotypes BTV  regulated zones by serotypes

4Vector-Borne Diseases Workshop Brussels, 11th December 2024



5

A  European patchwork (2) 

➢ Different attitudes in infected Member States

• Surveillance (vectors and disease)

• Vaccination compulsory or free

• Movement management (national and EU)

• Solidarity/compensation
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A real need for coordination
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➢ This situation results from:

• the diseases profiles and EU geographic and climate differences

• EU Categorization in CDE (BTV) or DE (EHD)

=> Importance of subsidiarity
=> Key role of the sector

➢ Long term eradication seems impossible
=> Learn to live with them?

Need for greater coordination

& FESASS mobilization
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FESASS’ Views on the Animal Health Management 
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Short and long  terms views 
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➢ Short term approach 

 Necessity of a view for the next campaign (2025)
• To organize it
• To well inform the farmers, veterinarians, vaccines 

producers and competent authorities
• To facilitate coordination between Member States

➢ Long term approach

 Necessity to take in account the changes
• Increasing risks
• One Health approach
• Interest of vaccination
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Views for 2025 campaign: vaccinal policy
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Key role of massive vaccination

➢ Preventive policy 
=> against all present serotypes
=> limit the spread, frequency and consequences 

in farms

➢ Facilitating trade 
=> efficiency of the guarantees and possible 

zoning policies

➢ Flexibility
=> voluntary

➢ Communication and financial tools 
=> drivers for vaccination
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Views for 2025 campaign: surveillance
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Strengthened surveillance: 3 Priorities

➢ Vectors surveillance 
=> To strengthen the prevention 
=> Seasonally free period

➢ Surveillance of epidemiologic situation
=> to adapt the strategy as soon as possible

➢ Maintaining surveillance in vaccinated areas
=> evaluate vaccine efficiency

Better management of the risk

Guarantees for trade

Public and sector responsibility
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Views for 2025 campaign: movements

Protect free areas and free Member States

➢ Inside of a same Member State 
 Necessity to combine vaccination and zoning

• To curb the spread of the disease
• To secure the movements

➢ Between Member States

 Necessity to harmonize the derogations
• Adapted to the level of risk
• To facilitate coordination between Member States
• Simplifying the rules
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Long term views: new paradigm?

The facts

➢ Increasing vector-borne diseases in EU

➢ Lack of knowledge and tools (forecasting, vaccines,…)

The consequences

➢ Difficulties to prevent

➢ Difficulties to eradicate

A new approach: more dynamic

- Short term: categorization in function of the 
serotypes

- Long term: pragmatic categorization
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Long term views: surveillance and  knowledge 

Surveillance for early detection

➢ Increase international transparency and cooperation

➢ Active risk-based surveillance 

Improve our knowledge

➢ Of vectors

➢ Of the diseases and their pathogenicity

➢ Develop a scientific decision-making tool

To strengthen preparedness

To proportionate reaction
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Long term views:  vaccines availability and use

Vaccines: key tools in the context of emerging 
vector-borne diseases

Better and faster availability of vaccines

➢ Facilitate the use of new/recent vaccines at EU level 
before their marketing authorization will be granted 

➢ Creation at EU level of a vaccine development and 
deployment platform (public funding and partnership 
with pharmaceutical industry) 

➢ Develop a partnership between stakeholders and 
producers to better precise the vaccine demand
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Long term views: additional practical proposals 

For better preparedness
➢ Creation and maintenance of an open database at international 

level for the centralization of all genetic sequences of 
orbiviruses strains available in NRL

Use natural immunity if feasible 
➢ Create a new movement derogation based on a positive PCR + 

60 days

EU and international cooperation and coordination
➢ Develop One Health cooperation on zoonotic vector-borne 

diseases to increase synergies in the research and surveillance

Key role of EU Commission and WOAH
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