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• BTV and EHD are similar diseases from an

epidemiological point of view

• BTV is long time present in the EU/ EHD was absent until 

late 2022

• Both disease are regulated at EU level

• But with different kind of EU intervention 

• Robust and proportionate EU framework for both
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Introduction



BTV



September 2023, before BTV 3
December 2024 BTV 3, BTV 4 
and BTV 8 evolution

BTV-epidemiological situation: CIR (EU) 2021/620: 
BTV free areas/areas with an approved eradication programme/no status



•  Legal background 

• BTV is a Category C disease in CIR (EU) 2018/1882 

• that partially changes the previous approach from a disease of immediate eradication 

(no “restricted zones” in EU rules anymore) to a disease that may be subject to 

optional eradication programmes with the objective of gaining the disease-free status

• BTV surveillance, eradication programmes and freedom criteria are laid down in 

CDR (EU) 2020/689

• Member States or zones thereof with a BTV free status (freedom must be from

all serotypes) or with an approved programme are listed in CIR (EU) 2021/620

• BTV is also listed as Cat D in CIR (EU) 2018/1882: EU rules to prevent its 

spread by movements between Member States (CDR (EU) 2020/688) 

Infection with BTV (serotypes 1-24)



• Main rule: animals must be accepted if fulfilling one of the requirements set out 

in points 1 to 3 of Section 1 of Chapter 2 of part II of Annex V to CDR (EU) 

2020/689

• Point 1: Freedom at origin

• Point 2: eradication programme at origin and seasonally free zone or vector protected 

establishment  or vaccination or naturally inmunisation

• Point 3: no status at origin and vector protected establishment or vaccination or natural 

inmunisation

• Movements under derogation: possibility to voluntarily adapt them to particular 

epidemiological scenarios and to necessary trade flows

• MS of destination must inform the Commission and other MS that movements under derogation into 

their territory are authorized

• MS willing to accept under derogation must accept animals regardless of the Member State or zone of 

origin

Movement of animals to other MS



Movement to other MS (BTV free areas or under eradication)

• Animals must fulfil one the requirements set out in points 5 to 8 of Section 1 of 
Chapter 2 of part II of Annex V to CDR (EU) 2020/689

• Point 5: no status at origin and seasonally free zone 

• Point 6: eradication programme or no status at origin and insecticides/repellents + PCR 

• Point 7: specific animal health requirements ensuring sufficient immunological protection 

• Point 8: the animals comply with any of the requirements provided for in points 2, 3 5, 6 or 7 only for 
the serotypes of BTV reported for the past 2 years in the Member State or zone of origin and not in the 
Member State or zone of destination during the same period

Movement to other MS (without status )

• Animals do not meet any BTV related conditions 

• Animals must fulfil one the requirements set out in points 5 to 8 of Section 1 
of Chapter 2 of part II of Annex V to CDR (EU) 2020/689

Movements under derogation: options



Several key obligations of operators

• Article 18 of Regulation (EU) 2016/429 : notification of suspicion 

of listed disease to the competent authority 

• Article 24 of Regulation (EU) 2016/429 : surveillance obligation

for the purpose of detecting listed diseases

Funding  

• Veterinary programmes: BTV is not an eligible disease for 2024 

programmes nor for the 2025-2027

• Emergency veterinary control measures: Priority are PPR, SGP… 

and of course ASF or HPAI 

Additional relevant EU rules



• Vaccination is under the responsibility of MS

• Vaccination remains a key tool for BTV eradication and to ensure 
safe movement of animals (to other MS and to third countries)

• Vaccines already available for several serotypes

• Efforts of the MSs with vaccine producers for quick vaccine 
development (BTV-3)

• Different national authorisation pathways under Regulation (EU) 
2019/6

EU policy and state of play for BTV vaccination



Commission´s BTV dedicated website

https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-diseases/surveillance-eradication-
programmes-and-disease-free-status/bluetongue_en

• Practical assistance by Comm to compile key
information defined or required by EU rules

• Updated informations on derogations 

• Map of MS and zones with status

• In line with CIR (EU) 2021/620

• No info on serotypes: lack of legal basis

Existing EU transparency 1. 

https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-diseases/surveillance-eradication-programmes-and-disease-free-status/bluetongue_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-diseases/surveillance-eradication-programmes-and-disease-free-status/bluetongue_en


Commission´s website with links to MS lists

• Required by AHL and CIR (EU) 2020/2002

• Covers all Cat B and C diseases, not only BTV

• MS lists must be changed by MS within 2 working days

https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-diseases/surveillance-eradication-

programmes-and-disease-free-status_en#disease-free-areas

Existing EU transparency 2. 

https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-diseases/surveillance-eradication-programmes-and-disease-free-status_en#disease-free-areas
https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-diseases/surveillance-eradication-programmes-and-disease-free-status_en#disease-free-areas


Commission´s public website for ADIS

• Not required by EU rules, additional assistance to MS

• Weekly ADIS summaries

https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-diseases/animal-disease-information-system-

adis_en#animal-disease-information

Existing EU transparency 3. 

https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-diseases/animal-disease-information-system-adis_en#animal-disease-information
https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-diseases/animal-disease-information-system-adis_en#animal-disease-information


The Commission is always open and ready to exchange. Numerous examples:

• Ad hoc WG meetings over summer 2024

• AGRIFISH Council meeting in September 2023, September 2024 and October 2024

• CVO meetings: February, September and December 2024

• PAFF meetings: October, November 2024 (to be continued regularly)

• AHAC meeting in November

• Several written questions from EP: as E-1819/2024, E-1845/2024, E-1850/2024, E-2019/2024, 
E-2156/2024/rev.1, E-2438/2024 and P-2410/2024 (last two months)

• EP COMAGRI meeting in December 2024

• FESASS event in EP in December

• Many bilateral exchanges (Member States, third countries, stakeholders, operators etc.)

Ongoing dialogue on strategic and technical
exchanges



EHD



EHD-epidemiological situation (ADIS maps)

2022 2023 2024



• EHD is a disease regulated in Regulation (EU) 
2016/429 (AHL)

• EHD has been categorized as category D and E 
disease in CIR (EU) 2018/1882. That means that 
measures at EU level are limited to:

• Rules to prevent the disease from spreading on account 
of movements of animals between Member States in 
(CDR (EU) 2020/688)

Legal background 



• Initially, CDR (EU) 2020/688 prevented the movement of animals from 
affected areas where there were outbreaks in the previous 2 years (150 km 
radius) 

• Amendment: CDR (EU) 2023/2515, amending CDR (EU) 2020/688 provided 
for further options for movements based on risk mitigation measures: 

• seasonally free area (period/testing regimes)

• vector protected establishment (period/testing regimes)

• no EHD requirements

• if the MS of destinations agrees, inform other MS and the Commission and 
accept animals under those conditions from any MS

• (NOTE: MS cannot furtehr define specific requirements)

Currently applicable EU rules



Additional options as risk mitigation measures in last CDR amending 

CDR (EU) 2020/688 (publication in the coming days-end scrutiny period

yesterday)

• vaccination

• specific risk-mitigating measures (derogations) defined by the 

competent authority of the Member State of destination

• if MS of destinations agrees, inform other MS and the Commission and 

accept animals under those conditions from any MS

• MS of destination have more granular discretion under this possibility

New EU rules in the pipeline: adopted as
(C(2024) 6985 )



Transport protection rules in the new CDR amending CDR 
(EU) 2020/688

• Only triggered when movements subject to no EHD requirements or 
subject to specific risk mitigating measures (derogations) are 
passing through an area in another Member State

• One of the following sets of requirements must be complied with:

(a) they shall take place using means of transport that have been protected from attacks by vectors during 
transport and: 

– the planned journey does not include the unloading of the animals for a period longer than one day; or 

– the animals are unloaded in a vector-protected establishment or during the vector-free period;

 (b) the Member State of passage has authorised the type of movement (and the MS of passage has 
informed the Commission and MS of the authorization regardless the MS or area of origin)



1. Vaccination  

• Vaccination, that it is being used also to prevent the disease from 
spreading on account of movements 

2. Funding  

• No legal base to co-finance veterinary measures

3. Several key obligations of operators

• Article 18 of Regulation (EU) 2016/429 : notification of suspicion of listed diseases to the 
competent authority 

• Article 24 of Regulation (EU) 2016/429 : surveillance obligation for the purpose of
detecting listed diseases

Some other relevant aspects for EHD 



• BTV is a disease of EU approved voluntary eradication / 

EHD is a disease not subject to EU eradication programmes 

• The Commission & Member States ensure safe movements 

of animals

• Vaccination against BT (including BTV-3) and EHD ongoing

• Need to remain vigilant  (BTV-12 other serotypes?)

Conclusion BTV - EHD 



Questions?
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