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Thursday 24th and Friday 25th October 2019 

Centro de Negócios Transfronteiriço de Elvas 

Av. da Europa, 28 

ELVAS, PORTUGAL 

 

 

FESASS’ TECHNICAL DAYS 2019 
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OBJECTIVES AND ORGANISATION 

 

The FESASS, European Federation for Animal Health and Health Security, brings together through its member organisations 

more than one million farmers who own three quarters of the European Union livestock population. It is a technical organisa-

tion whose main purpose is to defend and promote the health status of the European livestock. As such, it organizes technical 

days dedicated either to the management of a specific disease (Tuberculosis, BVD, Johne's Disease), or to broader issues of 

practical animal health management in farming (epidemiological surveillance).  

 

These days allow the managers and technicians of the member organisations to meet, to be informed and to exchange on their 

experiences and problems encountered while drawing up guidelines and recommendations for longer term actions. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE TECHNICAL DAYS 2019 

 

In view of the current European health situation, the FESASS Board decided to focus the 2019 technical days on the implemen-

tation of the Animal Health Law by studying the assets and challenges for farmers and their animal health organisations. These 

days will also be a logical continuation of the previous days since participants will have the opportunity to review Paratubercu-

losis, BVD and Tuberculosis through a program where a large part will be reserved for exchanges rather than lectures. 

 

PRACTICAL  ORGANISATION 

 

In a context of emerging and re-emerging animal diseases due in particular to global warming and the increase in cross-border 

movements, livestock farmers on the Iberian Peninsula are particularly exposed to the risks of contamination from the African 

continent. The choice to organize these technical days in Elvas aims to better understand the breeding, activities and health 

constraints of our member organizations in Portugal and Spain. It is also a question of allowing a privileged and direct exchange 

with the breeders and veterinarians of these two countries. Elvas, a border city, offers an exceptional setting to encourage this 

exchange. 

 

The first major half-day will bring together the managers and technicians of our organizations. It is highly technical and should 

welcome around fifty participants, all of whom are specialists in animal health issues in livestock farming. 

 

The second day will be open to Portuguese and Spanish breeders and veterinarians. It should therefore accommodate 150 to 

200 people and the political and administrative authorities of these two countries (representatives of the Ministries of Agricul-

ture and the competent veterinary authorities, European parliamentarians). 

 

These days will be interpreted in English, French, Portuguese and 

Spanish. 

 

A space will be reserved for sponsors who will wish to present 

their activities. 

 

In the margins of these Technical Ds, GDS France will organise on 

the morning of 24 October a European workshop on Besnoitiosis 

with the various FESASS member organisations interested in this 

disease (state of knowledge, epidemiological situation, actions 

undertaken in the field). 
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DRAFT AGENDA 

 

The list of speakers is being finalized. We are still awaiting confirmation of the participation of some 

speakers but we have the agreement of the organizations concerned. 

  15.30  WELCOME 

    Antonio Rosado, President of UADS of Alentejo 

    Vitor Maia, President of the UCADESA 

    Didier Delmotte, President of FESASS 

 

  15.45  PRESENTATION OF FESASS (ORGANISATION, AIMS AND ACTIVITIES) 

    Alain Cantaloube, General - Secretary of FESASS 

 

  16.00  OVERVIEW OF THE LIVESTOCK SECTOR AND ANIMAL HEALTH ORGANISATIONS IN 

    PORTUGAL  

    Eng. Antonio Ferreira, UCADESA 

    Dr. Miguel Madeira, UADS Alentejo  

 

  17.00  FIRST TECHNICAL SESSION: HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR ANIMAL MOVEMENTS 

Examples from member organisations and discussion  

  BTV in Spain 

       Francisco Fernandez Blanco, President of Andalusian ADS Federation  (FADSG) 

 IBR in Belgium 

       Dr. Evelyne De Graef, Head of Animal Health Unit, DGZ  

       Dr.  Stefaan Ribbens, Veterinary Epidemiologist, DGZ  

    

  17.45  COFFE BREAK 

 

  18.15  SECOND TECHNICAL SESSION: UPDATE ON POSSIBLE ACTIONS TO ADDRESS     

    JOHNE'S DISEASE 

Examples from member organisations and discussion  

 Overview on activities against Johne's Disease in Bavaria and Germany 

             Dr Ingrid Lorenz, Director of Bovine Health Department, TGD Bayern 

 Overview on activities against Johne's Disease in France 

Dr. David Nwga-Mbot, Veterinarian Adviser, GDS France 

  

  19.00  THIRD TECHNICAL SESSION: THE "ONE HEALTH" APPROACH AND FOOD SAFETY 

 Overview of AIA activities from the stable to the table in Italy   

 Dr Vito Amendolara, AIA and Vice-President of FESASS,  

 

  19.30  END OF THE FIRST DAY 

  19.45  MONUMENTAL CITY TOUR  

  20.30  OFFICIAL DINER      

24th OCTOBER 2019  —  AFTERNOON    
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DRAFT AGENDA 

  09.00  WELCOME 

    By the Portuguese and Spanish Authorities 

 

  09.30  PRESENTATION OF THE NEW REGULATORY FRAMEWORK FOR ANIMAL HEALTH  

    IN THE EUROPEAN UNION 

 Prof. Dr Fernando Bernardo, Director General of Food and Veterinary Services of Portugal, or 

his representative 

 Discussion 

 

  10.00  THE MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES OF BREEDERS - ANALYSIS OF FESASS 

 Dr. Hans-Peter SCHONS, Director of ADT and Vice-President of FESASS  

      et Alain Cantaloube, General Secretary of FESASS  

 Discussion 
 

  10.30  FIRST ROUND TABLE: BIOSECURITY IN OUR FARMS 

Moderator: Dr Augustin Gonzalez Sanchez, FADSG 

Topics covered and panelists: 

 THE ROLE OF IDENTIFICATION AND GOOD TRACEABILITY FOR BIOSECURITY 

Prof. Albano Beja-Pereira,  UCADESA/CIBIO- University Oporto (Portugal) 

Dr. Ferdinand Schmitt, Director of ADT Project Consulting (Germany) 

 BIOSECURITY IN CATTLE EXTENSIVE SECTOR 

Dr. Telmo Nunes, University Lisbon (Portugal) 

 BIOSECURITY IN PIG PRODUCTION 

Dr. Miguel-Angel Higuera, Director of ANPROGAPOR (Spain)    

  11.45  COFFEE BREAK 

 

 12.30  SECOND ROUND TABLE: INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE ANIMAL HEALTH  

   MANAGEMENT 

Moderator :  Prof. Niza Ribeiro, University Oporto 

Topics covered and panelists: 

 PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT OF DIFFERENT DISEASE CATEGORIES: CONCRETE EXAMPLES 

 Foot and mouth disease: the analysis of the Netherlands   

Dr.  Linda van Wuyckhuise, GD (Netherlands) (tbc) 

 How to adapt the strategy for surveillance and control of tuberculosis taking into account 

wildlife issues 

     Dra. Ana Luísa Pereira, UADS Alentejo (Portugal) - Dr. Jean-Yves Houtain, ARSIA (Belgium) 

 BVD eradication programmes in Europe 

     Dr. David Graham, Chief Executive Officer of AHI (Ireland) 

 HOLISTIC APPROACH OF ANIMAL HEALTH IN LIVESTOCK FARMING 

 Yves Bony, Director of FODSA (France) 

 Dr Johan De Meulemeester, Global Business Development Manager, ALLFLEX Livestock 

Intelligence / Antelliq   

  13.45  CONCLUSIONS 

  14.00  BUFFET LUNCH WITH TASTING OF LOCAL PRODUCTS 

  15.30  END OF THE TECHNICAL DAYS 2019     

25th  OCTOBER 2019    
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REGISTRATION AND PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

Registration : 

 Registration is only possible with the online form available on the FESASS website: 

http://www.fesass.eu/fr/evenement/22093/journees-techniques-2019 

 The registration fee for all the Technical Days is 75 €. In addition of the access to these days, this 

amount includes lunches on October 24 and 25, as well as dinner on October 24 and breaks. Pay-

ment is made by transfer to the FESASS bank account (see registration form). 

 

 

Shuttle Airport - Elvas 

A shuttle bus is set up by the organisers to transfer from Lisbon airport to Elvas, at a cost of €25 for the 

round trip (see registration form). The single trip will take about 2 hours (depending on traffic). The 

schedules are as follows: 

Wednesday, October 23, 2019 Departure 19.30 Lisbon Airport -> Elvas Hotels   

Thursday, October 24, 2019 Departure 09.30 Lisbon Airport -> Elvas Hotels  

Thursday, October 24, 2019 Departure 11.30 Lisbon Airport -> Conference Centre 

Friday, October 25, 2019 Departure 15.00 Conference Centre -> Lisbon Airport 

Friday, October 25, 2019 Departure 16.00 Conference Centre -> Lisbon Airport 

 

 Hotels 

You must book by yourself and pay directly to the hotel. Two establishments are reserved to welcome 

participants. They offer fairly similar services. You can therefore choose between: 

 the hotel São João de Deus  for 50 €/night including breakfast 

    Largo João de Deus, 1 

    7350-200 ELVAS 

    Tel: +351 268 639 220 

    www.hotelsaojoaodeus.com, info@hotelsaojoaodeus.com    

 the hotel Vila Galé Collection Elvas for 95 €/night including breakfast 

  Av. 14 de Janeiro, 13 

 7350-092 ELVAS 

 Tel.: +351 268 244 000 

 www.vilagale.com, elvas@vilagale.com 

 

In order to benefit from these rates, please mention when booking that you are attending the FESASS’ meeting. 

 

 

Meeting venue 

The technical days will take place at the Cross-Border Business Cen-
ter (Centro de Negócios Transfronteiriço de Elvas). with ample 
parking located only 5 minutes from the historical centre of the city 
of Elvas, and 300 meters from the entrances and exits to the 
motorway A6, in the direction of Lisbon or Spain. A free shuttle bus 
will connect the hotels to the Centre. 

We thank the municipality of Elvas for its welcome and active 

suport. 


