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overview

1. background / general situation

2. Highly pathogenic avian Influenza

3. Lumpy Skin disease

4. Bluetongue Disease
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background - administration

• 9 Provincial Governments, represented by 
Provincial Governor and Councillors

• 94 local Districts, represented by Head of 
District and local administration

• indirect federal 
administration 
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background – animal population
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animals holdings Ø

poultry 19.284.384 64.240 300

cattle 1.954.008 61.919 32

sheep 485.044 18.136 27

pigs 2.950.713 32.747 90

goats 106.479 11.009 10



background – animal disease situation

2016 / 17 HPAI, 2 holdings, wild birds

2017 Brucella suis; 10 holdings

2016 IBR; 27 holdings

2015 / 16 BTV 4; 7 holdings

2008 / 09 BTV 8; 14 holdings

2008 - 17 TBC; 4 local hotspots (wildlife)

2006 HPAI; wild birds

1997 CSF;1 holding

1981 FMD
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no clinical cases



background – dilemma

very favourable animal disease situation results in:

• decreasing awareness

• own initiative of stakeholders lacking

• reluctance to cooperate with authorities

• acceptance of measures (vaccination, testing, etc. ) 

• "The Boy Who Cried Wolf“ (ASF, LSD, FMD) 

• cuts in budget
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HPAI 2016 / 2017 - situation

poultry/captive birds:

• 11th November 2016: organic turkey flock in Vorarlberg
– 1100 fattened turkeys culled 

• 17th January 2017: backyard flock in Burgenland 
– 106 chicken 2 turkey culled

• 7th March 2017: Vienna Zoo 
– 22 pelicans euthanized 

wild birds: 

• HPAI detected in 159 of 961 tested wild birds
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HPAI 2016 / 2017 - measures

• according to Council Directive 2005/94/EC 

(culling, cleaning & disinfection, zoning)

• determination of "increased risk zones"  - from 10th January 2017 to on 
25th March 2017 the whole Austrian Territory affected

– increased biosafety measures for farmers

– including prohibition to keep poultry outdoors 

involvement of stakeholders:

• close cooperation with agricultural sector and poultry association

• regular telephone conferences

• daily / weekly updates on the situation

• suggestions of stakeholders were considered

8



HPAI 2016 / 2017 - lessons learned

• conflict: private keepers vs. poultry associations

• positive feedback of poultry associations concerning transparency and 
information management

• still to solve: 
animal disease measures vs. marketing standards (12 weeks rule) 

• contingency plans are working, but there is room for improvement

• ressources to deal with outbreaks are exhausted relatively fast 
(on all levels)

9



LSD - situation

• massive approach towards Austrian border in 2016

• LSD is considered a realistic threat

• preparations are made
(legistical, vaccine purchase, documentation,...) 

involvement of stakeholders:

• stakeholders were informed since the beginning

• current situation is published weekly

• stakeholders were confronted with current EU implementing decisions in 
order to getting prepared

• decision to / where to vaccinate in cooperation with stakeholders
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Bluetongue – situation

• BTV 4: 7 farms affected since 2015

• intensified surveillance allowed to reduce
restriction zones

• different zones result in national trade
barriers – difficult to inspect for authorities

• no clinical case – acceptance of measures is low and still decreasing

• cost / benefit analysis of compulsory vaccination programme 

• acceptance of compulsory vaccination programme (2008/09) was rather

low
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Challenges

• level of uncertainty

• ressources

i.e. for preventive measures

• risk awareness of stakeholders

• inhomogenous stakeholder groups

• public acceptance of veterinay

measures (culling, vaccination,…)
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Thank you for your attention!
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